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reform and its necessarily tentative character and the reaction
of these upon the Central Government/' all these constitute
problems of great complexities, and they warn the supporters
of the majority report that " unless these fundamental
difficulties can be met, any federal system in India must be
unworkable/'

In the final vote on the adoption of the Majority Report
nineteen out of the thirty-one surviving members of the
Committee voted for it. A group of nine, consisting of
five Conservatives and four Labour members, voted against,
and three members did not record their votes.

CL, CERTAIN FEATURES OF THE REPORT

The recommendations of the majority of the Joint
Select Committee modified or supplemented some of the
proposals in the White Paper on certain important points,
especially in regard to those round which controversy has
chiefly raged. Some of these modifications have already
been stated. We shall note here certain special features of
the recommendations of the Committee.

In the first place, the Committee felt it necessary to
provide adequate safeguards for fostering Anglo-Indian trade
relations. The question falls into two categories, namely,
discrimination against British commercial interests and
trade in India, and discrimination against British imports.
After laying stress on the fact that this matter was of supreme
importance both to Great Britain and India and that they
" must approach their trade problems in a spirit of reci-
procity which views the trade between the two countries
as a whole/' the Committee recommended that Statutory
provision against discriminatory legislations was necessary.
It was, therefore, suggested that the Governor-General and
Governors should have a special responsibility for the pre-
vention of both legislative and administrative discrimination
in regard to British interests and trade in India. As regards